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Let’s Finish June Strong! 
48% of Cedar Lane families have contributed 
$709,071 to the Annual Fund. Let’s make it 
$800,000 by June 30. 
 
Imagine where we would be with everyone taking 
part. Make your annual pledge now: 
http://cedarlane.org/give. Thank you for 
supporting the values and mission of this 
wonderful Cedar Lane community. 
 
Find out more about the Combined Annual/Capital 
Campaign at cedarlane.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

June Worship 
 

"Blessing" 
June 3, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
What is a blessing? What does it mean to offer a 
blessing, to be a blessing? A blessing is not a cure. 
Instead, it is a reminder of that which is already 

there, within us – 
the Love that 
shines through all 
of us. The service 
will feature our 
annual Flower 
Communion 
Ceremony 
celebrating the 
blessings of life, 
love, and being in 
community 
together. 
 
The Choir will sing Clif Hardin’s Make a Place for 
Joy, and a lovely arrangement of De Colores.  The 
congregation will sing Mother Spirit, Father Spirit 
and Building a New Way.   
 
“The Big Question” 
June 10, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Norman Allen, Intern Minister 
As Intern Minister Norman Allen concludes his two 
years with Cedar Lane, he shares some of the 
wisdom gained and – more important – the far-
reaching questions that remain always 
unanswered. Drawing on our Unitarian Universalist 
heritage, he calls us to consider the biggest 
question of all: What’s it all about? 
 
The Vocal Quartet will sing this Sunday.  By 
request, the quartet will sing I’d like to Teach the 
World to Sing and a special creation by the master 
jazz arranger, Phil Mattson, of Alfie, the title song 
from the movie of the same name. 
 
"Nurture Your Spirit. Help Heal the World." 
June 17, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
“What will you do with your gifts,” asks the Rev. Dr. 
Rebecca Parker. “Choose to bless the world,” is her 
answer. The choice to bless the world is an 
intentional one that invites us to go deeper within 
to connect with and nurture the source of love and 
hope – together. And from that place of 
connection, to work to heal the world – together. 

http://cedarlane.org/give
http://cedarlane.org/
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The Choir returns to sing Rollo Dilworth’s 
arrangement of the spiritual Shine on Me and Clif 
Hardin’s lovely setting of the Irish ballad, Sweet 
Vale of Avoca. 
 
July 24, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Kenneth Torquil MacLean, Minister Emeritus 
Description to be announced. 
 

On June’s Theme of 
Blessing 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister  

 
In olden times, people would regularly bless each 
other, their homes, their food, their land, their 
tools, their labors, their animals, and their 
community. But now this spiritual practice often 
falls to religious leaders and is limited to religious 
services and ceremonies or the occasional "bless 
you" when someone sneezes in public. 
 
Philosopher David Spangler wants us to change all 
that and recognize blessing as a regular, natural, 
and grateful part of our everyday lives: "A blessing 
is not the function of a particular role. It is the 
natural expression of the fiery love and 
inclusiveness of our inner spirit. It is the 
manifestation of a soulfire, and each of us can be 
its hearth." 
 
Spangler is right.  A blessing is not something that 
one person gives another. A blessing is an 
affirmation of our interconnectedness with others, 
our creativity, caring, and loving kindness.  It is an 
intimate moment of meeting where both people 
involved – the giver and the receiver - remember 
and acknowledge their true nature and worth, and 
strengthen what is whole in one another. By 
making a place for wholeness within our 
relationships we offer others the opportunity be 
whole without shame and become a place of 
refuge from everything in them and around them 
that is not genuine.  

 
All blessings emanate from a deep and holy place 
of gratitude within us.  When we bless, we are 
affirming and promoting the inherent worth, 
dignity, and divinity of another person.  The 
receiver of the blessing may discover that their life 
matters, that there is something in them worthy of 
blessing, that they are a blessing.  And by blessing 
others, we may discover this same thing is true 
about ourselves. 
 
When we bless life and live life as if it were a 
blessing, we move closer to each other and closer 
to our authentic selves.  We serve the wholeness in 
each other and the wholeness in life.  We give of 
ourselves to each other. 
 
We each have the capacity to bestow blessings by 
our very being. For truly, to be a blessing in the 
world and to others is to let the light shine through 
us. To be a blessing is to bow to the light in one 
another, to that divine spark in each of us.  
May we each be blessed and be a blessing.  
May we live our lives in such a way that we “bless 
the space between us.” 
 
Blessings, 
Abhi 
 

Soul Matters Group 
Ministry 
 
Getting Connected to the June Soul 
Matters Theme of Blessing 
On our website, you will find monthly packets that 
center on the theme that we hope you will use 
throughout the month, as well as a link to the 
Monthly Meditation with Rev. Katie Romano 
Griffin.  You may also find poems, video links, etc. 
on our Facebook page that are drawn from the 
packet.  More Soul Matters information can be 
found here:  www.cedarlane.org/small-groups. 
 

http://www.cedarlane.org/small-groups
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Soul Matters Sharing Circles   
Looking to connect spiritually in a group? These 
groups are a great way to spiritually connect with 
other members of Cedar Lane and our monthly 
spiritual theme, whether you're a newcomer or a 
long-time member. Groups meet for a limited basis 
and then new sets of groups are formed.  Learn 
more at cedarlane.org.  
 

Teacher Recruitment 
Tim Atkins, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

 
No matter your passion, you can engage with that 
passion by volunteering with our children and 
youth.  If you care about social justice, one of the 
best ways to change the future is to raise the next 
generation to care deeply about justice work.  If 
you care about spiritual development, one of the 
best ways to learn more about your own spirit is to 
teach others about theirs.  If you care about 
connection, one of the best ways to feel connected 
to our community is to teach our children and 
youth, and you’ll develop strong connections with 
your fellow teachers.  Well, I could go on and on. 
Simply put - we can do more together. 
  
Many think there is some super special skill set 
religious education teachers have to have, from 
being an expert in classroom management to being 
an expert in UU History and Theology.  And, you 
know what, there is a super-secret special skill set: 
you have to care.  You have to care about our 
children.  About our youth.  About our families.  
About our community.  About our world.  And 
that’s it.  If you have that care and you have that 
enthusiasm, that’s all you need to be a great 
religious education teacher or volunteer.  
Everything else we’ll teach you.  We need you 
because we can do more together. 
  
It takes a village to raise a child.  Be part of our 
village!  Sign-up to volunteer either as a teacher or 
support volunteer at http://bit.ly/2M9skgS. 
 

 
 

Community News 
 

 
Thank you to all who attended the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 3, 2018.  
Thank you again, to Sara Deshler, for her many 
years of hard work, love, and dedication to Cedar 
Lane.  Here she is in the photo being honored by 
lay leader Linda Gianessi.   
 
Earlier in May, Cedar Lane’s partner church Davies 
Memorial UUC, in Camp Springs, MD, celebrated a 
successful stewardship campaign that increased 
pledging by a whopping 24%, making it possible for 
them to contract our Intern Minister Norman Allen 
to be their minister next year. Congratulations to 
all concerned! 
 
Welcome to new member 
Alba Fries, who signed the 
membership book in early 
June!  Welcome, Alba!     
 
We hold in our hearts: 
 
The family of Sandy Pike. 
Sandy passed away quite NEW MEMBER ALBA FRIES 

SIGNING THE MEMBERSHIP BOOK 

http://www.cedarlane.org/
http://bit.ly/2M9skgS


  

Page | 5 

suddenly last week. A Celebration of Life will be 
held on Saturday, July 7, at 2 pm in the Chapel. 
Cards can be mailed to the family: 
 

Kari Barrett 
5508 Waterway Terrace 
Rockville, MD 20853 

 
Laurie Funsten Boyd is recovering from bronchitis. 
Cards are welcome. 
 
We celebrate with the Boa family, especially Emily 
who is home safely. Thank you all for your prayers. 
 
Cedar Lane is also seeking a full-time Building and 
Grounds Manager!  Please see our website for the 
job description and share with those you know that 
may be qualified and interested: 
http://bit.ly/2M8Alm0.  
 

Celebrating Pride at 
Cedar Lane 
 

 
During the month of June, Cedar Lane will be 
honoring and celebrating LGBT Pride in a variety of 
ways.  All are invited to participate. 
 

 Check out the informational posters in the 
entryway vestibule.  Learn about the 
celebration of Pride month, this year's Pride 
theme, local Pride events, and the UUA 
Welcoming Congregation program.   

 Connect with members of Cedar Lane and 
many other UUs from other metro-DC area UU 
congregations for marching in the annual 
Capital Pride Parade on Saturday, June 9, from 
4:30 to 7:30 pm.  Join a group of Cedar Laners, 
who will be meeting at the Grosvenor Metro on 
Saturday at 3 pm to travel together.  Or you can 
connect with the UU parade contingent in DC.  
For Cedar Lane parade information contact Scot 
Brown (spb1990@gmail.com) or Marge Dimond 
(margeryjd@aol.com).   

 Visit a special Cedar Lane Pride Table on 
Sunday, June 10 - before or after the worship 
service or during the Cedar Lane All-Church 
Picnic at 12:30 pm in the Sanctuary.   

 Attend the 2nd Annual Rockville Pride Festival 
(in Rockville Town Square and Rockville 
Memorial Library) on Saturday, June 16, from 2 
to 4 pm).  Cedar Lane will be sponsoring a table 
at this event; if you want to help host this table 
contact Wangari Kamau 
(thuggewangari@yahoo.com) or Marge 
Dimond (margeryjd@aol.com). 

 

Executive Director 
Search Update 
 

The search for our new Executive Director is 
moving ahead! Over the past two weeks, Search 
Team members together with Rev. Janamanchi 
have reviewed applications to our job posting and 
conducted a first round of interviews with selected 
applicants via Zoom. The team has invited two of 
these candidates to come in for second round in-
person interviews.   
 
Search Team members are: 
Carolyn Morrisey (Chair), Carol Bertaut, Elsie 
Durland, Greg Falcino, Mike Harris, Wangari 
Kamau, and Ellen Kelley  
 

http://bit.ly/2M8Alm0
mailto:spb1990@gmail.com
mailto:margeryjd@aol.com
mailto:thuggewangari@yahoo.com
mailto:margeryjd@aol.com
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The Big Check Delivered 
to Shepherd’s Table 
 

 
Cedar Lane presented a BIG check (along with the 
real one) in the amount of $5,334 to Shepherd’s 
Table in May. This amount was raised at our 
Shepherd’s Table Benefit Concert in January!  
Thank you for your generosity!  In the photo: 
Shepherd’s Table Jacki Coyle, Executive Director, 
and Haile Gebregziabher, Dir. Facilities, Food 
Services & IT are shown, along with Rev. Abhi 
Janamanchi, Dr. Henry Sgrecci, and Cedar Lane 
members Anne Fretz and Nancy Janssen. 
 

TAPESTRY Program 
Saturdays, June 10, 17 & 24 
 
On Sundays, June 10, 17, and 24, the Lifespan 
Religious Education Ministry Team is pleased to 
welcome back Tapestry: the chance for 
congregants of all ages to spend the hour 
immediately following worship service participating 
in a wide variety of free drop-in classes and 
activities, all with the purpose of deepening our 
appreciation of being a UU. This year's theme is the 
7th Principle (respect for the interconnected web of 
all existence), and some of the planned classes 

include a history of UU, mosaic building, and 
environmental justice education. 
 

On Sunday, June 10, we'll also have our All-Church 
Picnic at 12:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Please bring 
your lunch and a blanket to relax on in the 
Sanctuary! 
 

 
 

 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. 
William J. Barber II 
Sunday, June 10, 6 – 8 pm 
 

Join us as we welcome the Rev. Dr. William J. 
Barber II, President and Senior Lecturer of 
Repairers of the Breach and Co-Chair of the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral 
Revival, to Cedar Lane. The Rev. Dr. Barber will be 
co-leading the Mass Meeting with the Rev. Dr. Liz 
Theoharis and local participants of the campaign. 
 

The call for a Poor People’s Campaign has emerged 
from more than a decade of work by grassroots 
community and religious leaders, organizations, 
and movements fighting to end systemic racism, 
poverty, the war economy, environmental 
devastation, and related injustices and to build a 
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just, sustainable, and participatory society. The 
campaign draws on the history, vision, and 
unfinished work of the 1967/68 Poor People’s 
Campaign. 
 

At such a time as this, we need a Poor People’s 
Campaign for Moral Revival to help us become the 
nation we’ve not yet been. Join us for this 
important regional Mass Meeting for the Poor 
People’s Campaign! 
 

Film & Talk:  Happening 
with Armando 
Gaetaniello, MS, 
Neighborhood Solar 
Friday, June 15 - 6:30 pm potluck &  
7 pm film 
 

Most Americans understand and accept the reality 
of climate change. For many of us, solutions to 
climate change seem out of reach, out of scale and 
fatally entwined in partisan politics. Meanwhile, 
the clean energy revolution is quietly underway. 
Electricity generated from wind and solar is 
increasingly more affordable than electricity 
generated from fossil fuels, and the growth curve 
for the generation and storage of renewable 
energy now resembles the exponential curves seen 
with the advent of radio, TV, and the internet. But 
can we meet all of our energy needs with 
renewable energy? This bigger question remains. In 
Happening, the director stresses the enduring 
power and value of a politically engaged citizenry.  
Director: James Redford / Length: 50 min. 
 
Questions? Chris Graham (301-717-4204 – please 
text) or Linda Silversmith (linsil@usermail.com).  
Please bring a vegetarian or vegan dish to share for 
7, or make a small donation! 
 

Poor People’s Campaign 
Rally 
June 23, 10 – 1 pm at the Capitol 
 

In the face of systemic racism, systemic poverty, 
ecological devastation, war economy/militarism, 
and distorted moral narrative of religious 
nationalism we must engage in mass nonviolent 
moral direct action. We must have mass voter 
registration and mobilization. And we must engage 
in mass power building in poor and low wealth 
communities declaring We Won't Be Silent 
Anymore! On Saturday, June 23, join the campaign 
that both Cedar Lane and the UUA support at the 
U.S. Capitol for a mass rally that will begin at 10 
am. Please go to the UUA PPC page to get the 
whole picture and sign-up: http://bit.ly/2jNTYDa.  
 

Rock Creek Clean-Up 
 

The weather cooperated for Cedar Lane’s Rock 
Creek Clean-Up on the rain date Sunday, May 27. 
We had a total of 28 people participate, mostly 
families. Our collaborators from our Nursery School 
(CLNS), the Rock Creek Conservancy, and 
Montgomery Parks added to the Cedar Lane 
contingent. A few students received Student 
Service Learning Hours. We collected 5 bags of 
recyclable materials, 9 trash bags, and 2 tires. 
Deepest gratitude to Mary Morse for stepping in to 
make this event a success. Thanks to all the 
families who cleaned up Rock Creek! 
 

 
 

The Cedar Lane Newsletter is published monthly. 
The next deadline is Wednesday, June 20, at noon.  

Please submit to newsletter@cedarlane.org. 
Editor:  Sara Davidson

mailto:linsil@usermail.com
http://bit.ly/2jNTYDa
mailto:newsletter@cedarlane.org


  

 

CEDAR LANE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH    

9601 CEDAR LANE, BETHESDA, MD 20814-4099    

301-493-8300 / fax:  301-897-5713    

office@cedarlane.org        

www.cedarlane.org 

     

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

________________________________________ 

The Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister 

The Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, Assistant Minister 

Tim Atkins, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

The Rev. Archene Turner, Affiliated Community Minister 

The Rev. Kenneth Torquil MacLean, Minister Emeritus 

Dr. Henry Sgrecci, Director of Music 

Jim Anderson, President, Board of Trustees 

Sara Deshler, Executive Director    
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